
The second edition of this laboratory manual
has very few changes from the first edition. The
same favorable comment can be expressed with
reference to the volume now as was expressed
when the first edition was reviewed.

Clinical Lectures on the Acute Abdomen. By
William Henry Battle, F.R.C.S. New
York: William Wood & Co. 1911.

This volume lacks the elegance and finish of
style that one is accustomed to expect in British
medical publications. It discusses the acute
surgical abdominal emergencies from a clinical
standpoint, under the headings of appendicitis,
perforations of the alimentary tract, intestinal
obstruction, ruptured pyosalpinx and tubal preg-
nancy, hemorrhagic pancreatitis, dilatation of the
stomach,mesenteric thrombosis, and cholecystitis.
An excellent terminal chapter describes some of
the neuroses which may simulate acute surgical
conditions. The style is that of a lecturer, and, in-
deed, the subject-matter is a series of talks,
reprinted without being recast in literary form.
One might differ with the author in his preference
of silk to catgut for use as suture material in
acute suppurative conditions, but in general
clinical judgment and surgical good-sense, his
opinions seem sound and his teaching excellent.

The Sources of Infection. By Charles B. Chapin,
M.D., Sc.D., Superintendent of Health, Provi-
dence, R. I.; author of " Municipal Sanitation
in the United States." First edition. Pp. 400.
New York: John Wiley & Sons; London:
Chapman & Hall, Limited. 1910.

The purpose of the book is to call public atten-
tion to the fact that the time has come when
sanitary measures directed against the infectious
diseases should be modified to correspond with
existing knowledge.
General principles rather than details are laid

down for the guidance of sanitary practice; the
subjects, " contact infection," " carriers," and
" mild, unrecognized cases " are skillfully and
thoroughly dealt with in the author's attempt to
estimate the relative importance of different
factors in the spread of disease.
The author believes that contact infection is

the chief mode by which disease is spread. He
affirms, moreover, that evidence has been rapidly
accumulating to show that infection by fomites is
of very much less importance than was formerly
believed. He very properly objects to present-
day processes of terminal disinfection on the
ground that the customary methods are not hon-
estly and effectively applied. His nearly absolute
belief in contact infection as the general factor in
the spread of disease gives rise to his objecting to
the use of chemical disinfectants on the ground
that such practice encourages the public in the
" old belief that it is things, not persons, which
are dangerous." His suggestion of isolating
rigorously one or two cases of communicable
diseases occurring in a community when none

have existed in that community for some time
with the view of preventing an outbreak is
eminently sane and practical and should be a

warning to all health administrators who have
not already adopted the practice.
Although the writer's success in breaking down

the ordinary modes of thought is not always
convincing, at the same time he will make a

strong impression upon many persons. His con-

clusions, however, as he himself says, must to a

large extent be merely tentative and indicative of
lines for further study.
We know of no book on the subject more

valuable to physicians and health officers. It is a
book that cannot be ignored and will eventually
find its way into the hands of persons to whom
are entrusted the duties of protecting the public
against the spread of infection.

L'Orthop\l=e'\die indispensable aux Practiciens. Par
F. Calot, Surgeon to the Rothschild Hospital;
to the Cazin Hospital and to the Orthopedic
Institution at Berck. Cinqui\l=e'\me \l=e'\dition.
Refondue et tr\l=e'\s notablement augment\l=e'\e.
Paris: A. Maloine, Editeur. 1911.

Dr. Calot, in this, the fifth edition of his book
on Orthopedic Surgery, begins with a chapter on
the technic of plaster and celluloid apparatus.
Following this is a general chapter on anesthesia
in orthopedic surgery and then a chapter on the
treatment of abscesses and fistulse by puncture
and injection. Following these preliminary chap-
ters he considers carefully tubercular orthopedic
affections, namely, disease of the joints and bones
and spine.
Under acquired affections he considers scoliosis,

round shoulder, lordosis, rickets, deformities of
the long bones, feet affections, mechanical and
inflammatory, infantile paralysis and its defor-
mities.
Under congenital orthopedic affections there is

a very detailed account of the treatment of con-
genital hip, club-foot, torticollis and Little's
disease.
In the fourth part of the book or in its appendix

there is a chapter on cervical adenitis, cold ab-
scess, osteitis, synovitis, spina ventosa, tuberculo-
sis of the testicle and tuberculosis of the skin.
In the appendix he also considers multiple tuber-
cular infections, syphilis of the bones and joints,
acute and chronic osteomyelitis, the practical
treatment of chronic arthritis, some deformities of
the hands and fingers, deformities of the feet and
toes.
The book is written in French and contains

1,032 pages, well indexed, with very many illus-
trations. Nearly all the orthopedic affections
are carefully considered.
Dr. Calot's plaster technic has attracted at-

tention for many years in this country, and his
methods of applying plaster apparatus in sections
are described in detail.
The book is an interesting one and well worth

the perusal of the orthopedic surgeon.
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